
PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 
  
 

Engagement with University administration, management and 
decision-making processes. 
Chair of Animal Ethics Committee – 2010 –ongoing (and committee 
member since 2009). 
 
My role as chair of this committee is to ensure that; 

i. Experimental protocols using animals meet guidelines set-out by 
the Australian Code of Practice for the Care and Use of Animals 
for the Scientific Purposes - 7th Edition 2004  

ii. The welfare of animals is not compromised by proposed 
research projects,  

iii. The research incorporates the 3R principles of Replacement, 
Reduction and Refinement and to 

iv. Offer expert advice on the acquisition, transport, production, 
housing, care, use and disposal of animals used in teaching and 
research at Murdoch University.  
 

Eleven meetings and one extra-ordinary teleconferences were held in 
2009 and it is recognised that the work-load is large with agendas 
frequently running to 1000 pages or more per meeting. 
 
A total of 209 permits were under administration by the committee in 
2009. In addition, the committee and executive assessed 53 
amendments to project proposals and 153 annual reports. 
 
This is an extremely important committee and the continuation of funding 
to the University from granting bodies such as the NHMRC and ARC is 
dependent upon its proper function. Over 200 experimental protocols 
using animals have been examined by this committee in the past six 
months.  
 
Since I was appointed chair of the animal ethics committee in 2010, I am 
also responsible for out of session executive decisions and liaising 
weekly with the animal ethics officer to oversee any out of session issue 
that arise regarding the care and use of animals at Murdoch University. 
 
Biomedical Science Curriculum Committee 2000-ongoing and  
Animal Science Curriculum Committee 2005-ongoing. 
 
The mission of the Curriculum Committee is to provide guidance, 
advocacy, and supervision by ensuring that the curriculum is 
academically sound, comprehensive, and responsive to the evolving 
needs of the community, thus serving the college mission, goals, and 
educational needs of our students. As a member of both the Biomedical 
and Animal Science Curriculum Committee, I have been involved in the 
introduction of a number of changes to both programs including the 
introduction of more human-specific units for Biomedical students and 



the separation of Veterinary and Biomedical units. Initially when the 
Biomedical course was introduced, many Biomedical students were 
unhappy as they felt that the course was primarily designed for 
Veterinary students. The introduction of more human-specific units such 
as Advances in Medical Science (BMS368), the separation of Veterinary 
and Biomedical units and the separation of practicals has resulted in a 
much higher satisfaction amongst the Biomedical students.  
 
School Promotions Advisory Committee 2008-ongoing 
 
Role is to assist Dean in reviewing and ranking staff promotion 
applications. 
 
Health Sciences Faculty Learning and Teaching Committee – 2009 – 
ongoing. 
 
The Learning and Teaching Committee was established by Academic 
Council in May 2008 and replaced APC in 2008. The committee meets 4 
times per year 
 
Academic Planning Committee (APC) 2002 - 2003.  
 
The terms of reference for the APC included developing and 
recommending policies and guidelines to Academic Council on academic 
matters, other than for research degrees. This included University-level 
policies concerning the curriculum, assessment, alternative methods of 
teaching, distance education and on-line presentation of units, and the 
guidelines for the annual academic planning exercise. The committee 
was also involved in developing policies aimed at ensuring and 
enhancing the quality of teaching and learning in the University.  
 
Faculty Marketing Committee Chair (2004-2005). 
 
My duties as Marketing Committee chair involved undertaking suitable 
liaison and promotion of the Faculty with communities of interest, 
planning and co-ordination of marketing activities of the Faculty and to 
ensure that the content and presentation of Faculty marketing met with 
university requirements. 
 
Member of the Joint APC / R&D Board Working Party to investigate 
honours (2007). 
 
In 2006, the APC resolved to establish a joint APC / R&D Board Working 
Party to investigate honours with the following terms of Reference and 
Membership: 
 
Terms of Reference 

1. to review and propose amendments to the ‘Code of Practice 
Honours’ and the Bachelor Degree Regulations to ensure honours 
regulations, policy and practice are consistent; and 



2. to consider documentation related to honours from the Australian 
Qualifications Framework, Australian Vice Chancellors Committee 
and other universities. 

 
Membership 
• Dr Graham O’Hara (Chair) – Science and Engineering  
• Ms Tania Thornton – Arts  
• Professor Michael Borowitzka – Science and Engineering  
• Dr Pia Broderick – Health Sciences  
• Professor Alec McHoul – Arts  
• Dr Bradley Pettitt - Arts 
• A/Professor Una Ryan – Health Sciences  
• Student Representative (nominated by the Guild) 
• A/Professor Frank Murray representative of the R&D Board  
 
The working party met monthly for 12 months and developed an 
amended version of the “Code of Practice - Honours and Bachelor 
Degree Regulations” which has subsequently been implemented and 
have led to consistent honours regulations, policy and practice 
throughout the University. 

 
Contribution to the Biomedical Science program 
 
I have made a significant contribution to the development of the 
Biomedical Science program in the following areas: 
 

Promotion of Biomedical Science through my national and international 
profile 

 
I actively promote the Biomedical Science program through public and 
government interest in my research activities, for which, I was awarded 
the inaugural Prime Minister’s Prize for Achievements in Life 
Sciences in 2000. I have appeared in the print media, Radio and ABC 
TV about my research and have also been interviewed by The West 
Australian, The Australian and The Sydney Morning Herald. 
 
I also promote biomedical science through my involvement in the 
following national and international societies: 

• The Australian Society for Parasitology since 1989 (WA rep for 
1999/2000). 

• The Fremantle Tropical Medicine Group since 1993. 
• The American Society for Parasitology since 1998. 
• The Australian Water Association since 1998. 
• The Australian Society for Medical Research since 1999 

(Committee member for 2003-2005). 
 
I have been a member of the ARC/NHMRC Research Network for 
Parasitology Executive Committee (http://parasite.org.au/arcnet/) 
since its inception in 2004 to present. The ARC Network for Parasitology 
was funded under the ARC's Special Research Initiatives Scheme in 



2003 and has been formed by 60 research groups from 26 
universities/research institutions, in every state and territory of Australia. 
The ARC Network for Parasitology focus is to enhance Australia's 
fundamental, strategic and applied parasitology research capabilities, 
leading to a better understanding of parasitism, parasite biology and 
parasitic disease and the development of sustainable control strategies 
to improve and protect the health and well-being of humans and animals. 
The role of the executive has been to oversee the network and its future 
continuation as well as to develop and oversee the Network’s Research 
Exchange, Training and Travel Fund, which has created opportunities for 
collaborative research that would otherwise not exist. This has proved 
particularly valuable for research students and early career researchers 
who have been granted the opportunity to work in different laboratories 
in Australia and overseas, gaining access to specialised equipment and 
expertise and exposure to a wider variety of research cultures than 
would normally be possible. We have also enhanced career guidance 
opportunities for early career researchers by the introduction of the 
Network Mentoring Scheme at the Early Career Researcher Workshop 
at the annual Australian Society for Parasitology/ ARC/NHMRC 
Research Network general meeting. 

 
Biomedical Science Student Liaison Officer - 2001-2007 
I was responsible for organising the re-decorating and refurbishment of 
the Biomedical Student Association common room in 2001, including the 
purchase of fridges, microwaves, computers, a printer etc. I have 
organised numerous student get-togethers and pizza afternoons to assist 
in the development of a sense of community amongst the Biomedical 
students and have also assisted the students in setting up their own 
association. The Biomedical common room has been very important to 
the Biomedical students in developing a sense of community, as in the 
past they have sometimes felt overshadowed by the Veterinary Students.  
 
Biomedical Admissions 
In 2001 and 2003 I was responsible for co-ordinating Biomedical 
Admissions. This involved reviewing and ranking all non-school leaver 
applications for Biomedical Science and co-ordinating this with the 
Prospective Student office and the TER cut-off for the school-leavers.  
 
Australian Society for Medical Research 2000-2005 
I was a committee member for five years. I organised an annual 
career’s night for year 11 and year 12 school students for 2003-2005. 
Organisation of the career’s night involved mailing 800-1000 invitations 
to Year 11 and 12 students that have previously expressed an interest to 
Murdoch in a career in Biomedical and/or Chiropractic Science. The 
career’s night itself involved a series of short talks given by individuals 
with very different career paths in Science; i.e. a research scientist, a 
manager of a biotechnology company, a scientific patent attorney, a 
chiropractor etc, followed by a slide show on medical diseases and a 
tour of a working laboratory (the State Agricultural Biotechnology 
Centre). Refreshments are then made available to the students along 



with information and advice on various courses. I received very positive 
feedback from students and parents who attended these career nights, 
with many students reporting that on the basis of the career night, they 
would like to enrol in the Biomedical Programme at Murdoch upon 
completion of their studies at high school. 
 
International Careers and Education Expo (Singapore 2001) 
Recruitment of full fee-paying overseas students to Murdoch University. I 
gave a PowerPoint presentation to potential students on the Biomedical 
Programme at Murdoch. These presentations are important for 
broadening the university’s exposure to the international community. As 
a result, the Division has attracted an increased number of overseas 
students into the Veterinary and Biomedical Programme.  
 
I also participate in the WA Careers and Education Expo each year since 
my appointment in 2001 to promote the Biomedical Programme at 
Murdoch University. 

 
 
Contribution to community education, public policy and community 
issues 

 
Biological testing assessor for the National Association of Testing 
Authorities Australia (NATA) 2003 - ongoing.  
NATA is the national authority for accreditation of laboratories conducting 
tests, calibrations and measurements in a wide spectrum of technical 
fields. It is also the national body for accreditation of producers of certified 
reference materials and a peak authority for the accreditation of 
inspection bodies. NATA plays a key role in Australia's standards and 
conformance infrastructure, which provides an important mechanism for 
improving the business efficiency and competitiveness of Australian 
industry in international and national markets. Only recognised experts in 
a particular field are invited to become NATA assessors. In my capacity 
as a NATA biological testing assessor, I perform accreditations for 
Cryptosporidium testing at several major water utilities Australia-wide 
annually and in doing so enhance the profile of Murdoch University at a 
national level (Appendix 11). 
 
National Association of Testing Authorities Australia (NATA) 
Cryptosporidium advisory group chair 2007 - ongoing.  
I am also chair of the NATA Cryptosporidium advisory group, which 
directs public policy for Cryptosporidium testing. 
 
Advisory group for the National Centre of Excellence Grant Application 
Program 
I was invited to become a member in 2001. The advisory group was 
devised by the then Liberal government as part of its Backing Australia 
(BAA) campaign. There were 2 members from each state and we met 
several times in Canberra to discuss which type of National Centre of 
Excellence would be the most appropriate. Our brief as the advisory 



group, was to provide insights into the structure and organisation of the 
proposed Biotechnology Centre of Excellence by (1) positioning global 
biotechnology in 2012, (2) analysing Australia’s strengths (and 
weaknesses/impediments), (3) identifying policies to maximise success 
and (4) discussing appropriate Biotechnology Centre of Excellence 
models. After several meetings, we were requested to each prepare a 
brief which we then synthesised as a final brief and presented this 
document to the Centre of Excellence Committee. We also devised a 
PowerPoint presentation based on this brief and at a meeting in 
Canberra, I gave an oral presentation to groups of scientists intending to 
present formal applications to the government for the Centre of 
Excellence. The feedback we got from the scientific groups present at the 
Canberra meeting was very positive and helped them structure their 
applications appropriately as well as providing invaluable information to 
the Centre of Excellence Committee. 
 
I was the only West Australian member of the National Innovation 
Awareness Council (NIAC) 2001-2002. The National Innovation 
Awareness Strategy (NIAS) program was part of the previous 
Government’s Innovation Statement, Backing Australia’s Ability (BAA), 
with funding of $35 million over five years to June 2006.  

 
Development of international academic links between research 
institutes and the University. 
 
I have developed a research collaboration between Professor Zhang 
Xichen from Jilin University in China as evidenced by an Australia-
China fund grant (CH070167) in 2007. In 2009, I extended this 
collaboration to include internal academic links between Murdoch 
University and Jilin University in the form of Postgraduate student 
programs and staff exchange. 
 
I have also been responsible for an MOU between Murdoch University 
and Tianjin University of Traditional Chinese Medicine. This has 
resulted in a Murdoch Discoverers grant to develop new antimicrobial 
therapeutics. 

 


